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FRED SHAFIZADEH PRESENTS PAPER 
AT CONFERENCE IN VIRGINIA 
5-25-76 
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Dr . Fred Shafizadeh, professor of chemistry at the University of Montana, presented a 
paper on a project entitled "Pyrolytic Conversion of Cellulosic Materials'' recently at the 
'~rantees--Users Conference on Enzyme Technology and Renewable Resources'' at the University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville . 
The primary focus of the conference was the role of enzyme technology in the area of 
renewable resources. 
Shafizadeh ' s paper, presented Thursday, May 20, at the conference, deals with the use 
of heat for conversion of wood residues and wastepaper into sugar and sugar derivitives for 
industrial applications . Conference expenses for Shafizadeh were provided by the National 
Science Foundation. 
Subjects discussed at the conference in Virginia included the possibilities of genetic 
engineering within several biological systems to produce ammonia fertilizer by nitrogen 
fixation and the application of enzyme systems for food production. 
Commenting on the genetic engineering discussion, Shafizadeh said, "This has important 
implications for increasing the production of fertilizers to improve the production of 
various crops, thereby alleviating the shortage of food." 
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